
Downsville Elementary News 
January 2021 

Greetings Families, 
 
It is great to be back in school after a well deserved break. The students and staff have been 
working so hard! January through Spring Break is always a productive learning time in 
elementary schools. We hope to take advantage and see a lot of work and growth in our 
students. As a reminder there is no school on Monday, January 18 for a professional 
development day. The January PTC meeting originally scheduled for Monday is also 
cancelled.  
 
Congratulations to the following staff members for celebrating milestone years of service: 

 
Mrs. Deb Ludwig- Thank you for 5 years of preparing our meals and making 
us all smile. 
Mrs. Heidi Anderson- Year 1 at Downsville and 10 years in our district 
teaching 4th grade-thank you! 
Mrs. Julie Fiege- Congratulations on 25 years at Downsville teaching our 
littlest learners.  
 

Later this month, we will be welcoming 8 students back to in person learning from WVS 
(Wisconsin VIrtual School) or SAH (Safer at Home) learning.  
 
The students were excited to have SNOW to play in upon returning. Students will be playing 
outdoors every day, pending rain or below zero temperatures. Preparation for this outdoor play 
is important. Please ensure that your child(ren) brings a winter coat, hat, mittens or 
gloves, boots, and snow pants to school EVERY DAY. We have limited supply to lend out, 
and with COVID we want to do that as little as possible. Please contact Ms. Henning or me if 
you need items for your child. We have several new coats and can help secure these items. 
Please refer to the additional attachment in the email.  
 
The Downsville ice rink is starting to take shape! We hope to get kids fitted and 
get some skating in soon! The teachers will be reviewing this presentation to help 
prepare the students for the expectations of the ice rink. Feel free to check it out 
at home, too! 
 
A Message from Menomonie Transportation 
Menomonie Transportation, our district’s school bus company, is in need of drivers.  Most AM 
routes run from about 6:30-8:30AM and from 2:45-4:30PM.  Drivers are also needed for 
extra-curricular trips for activities and events.  Parents and extended family members who 
have children participating in an activity are strongly encouraged to apply.   “Get paid while you 
watch your child play!”  If you are interested in the least and would like to learn more, please 
call Menomonie Transportation (715-235-4995). 
 
Did you know the meals for kids this year are all FREE OF CHARGE! This includes breakfast 
and lunch every day. Be sure to take advantage of this great opportunity! 
 
Mrs. Drout 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1cD9MUwNzSowJRbzDJOKC-yNocxxIUhgUsmxiyaFbLXQ/edit?usp=sharing


 

 
 

Important Dates 
 

Each month we will let you know some of the important upcoming dates at Downsville 
  

                                        January 18 - NO SCHOOL - Teacher Professional  
                                                   Development Day! 
                          January 18 - No PTC Meeting this month.   
                                           Please see December minutes included 
                                              In newsletter.  
                          January 29 - HAT DAY!   
                                              Wear your favorite hat all day! 
 
                          February 16 - Parent-Teacher Conferences 
                                            4:00 - 7:45 PM 
                          February 18 - Parent Teacher Conferences  
                                            4:00 - 7:45 PM 
                          February 19 - NO SCHOOLl  
                          February 22 - Year book orders due online. 
 
                          March 5     - End of 2nd Trimester 
                          March 10    - Report Cards go Home! 
                          March 15 - 19 - NO SCHOOL -  
                                                  SPRING BREAK!!! 
   

 

 
 
Hello Downsville Elementary families!  

 

It's cold out there and it can cost a lot to heat a home. If you could use help, check out the 

Energy Assistance program through West CAP. Need support getting connected to them? 

Reach out to me and I will be happy to help! 

 

Shanda Henning 

School Social Worker 

shanda_henning@msd.k12.wi.us 

(715) 232-3798 

 

 

  

 
 
 

https://westcap.org/services/energy-assistance/


 
 
 

 



Here’s What’s Happening!  
 
Kindergarten:  Hello Families, 
 
We are off to a great start in 2021!  The children came back refreshed and 
ready to learn!  We are all excited to make 2021 a great year!  We started 
the new year with all new units in Reading, Writing and Phonics!  We are 
now EXPERTS at so many letters and sounds that we are really rocking 
reading and writing!  In Reading, we are learning that we have Reading 
Super Powers that we can activate to help us become better readers! 
Right now we are working on Pointer Power!  In Writing, we are being brave 
and trying hard to write true stories that others can read.  Some of the 
tools we are using to make our writing easy to read include putting 
spaces between our words, putting lots of sounds in each word, using our 
snap words, beginning each sentence with a capital letter, and ending 
each sentence with punctuation.  It is hard work, but we love writing time! 
In Phonics, we continue to be letter and word scientists to learn about 
word part power!  We will learn that if we can read one word, then we can 
read many more words that are like it.  For example, when we can read 
and write “at”, then we can read cat, bat, mat, sat, rat, fat, hat and so many 
more! 
 
Happy Reading and Writing! 
Love, your Kinder Friends and Mrs. Fiege 

 

 

 



First Grade News! 
New Year, New Fun! 

 
In math we are learning about measuring 
objects from shortest to longest and now we 
CAN’T STOP!  We even measure our tools 
during coloring time! 

 
In writing we are learning 
we can “Make the World a 
Better Place” through our 
writing!  We are writing 
signs, songs and letters to 
Downsville students to fix 
problems we observe every 
day! 
  
 
We are working 
on 

social/emotional skills ALL THE TIME! 
We didn’t even realize all the skills we 
can learn playing “Don’t Break the Ice” 
did you know you need patience, 
communication, turn-taking and 
good sportsmanship to play? 

  
 
In science 
we are learning about sounds and 
vibrations!  We are having so much fun 
exploring and playing with different 
instruments! 
 

Mrs.  
Gully and the First Graders!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Second Grade: Hello Families!  
 I am excited to be back in the 
classroom with your students after 
the long break and have an 
update on the content we will be 
covering over the next few weeks. 
In Reading we are beginning to 
read longer books while working 
on understanding what we have 
read. In writing we are starting a 
new fiction unit where students will 
be crafting realistic fiction books 
using their own characters and 
settings. In math we are continuing 
to add and subtract some BIG 
numbers using different strategies. 
For science we are discussing the 
difference between the three 
states of matter and in social 
studies we will be covering the importance of Martin Luther King Jr.'s work as well 
as Black History month. Thank you for all your continued work at home and have a 
great month!      Mr. Voss and the 2nd Grade! 
 
 

Third Grade: Greetings! 
  I hope the new year finds you 
well. Students began the year 
by choosing a book series to 
read that interests them. They 
are beginning to form 
opinions about topics that are 
important to them and will 
later choose a cause and be 
activists. In math, we continue 
to practice our multiplication 
facts which will lead into 
finding the area of 
two-dimensional figures. Most 
days we go outside for 
movement breaks to keep 
students engaged in learning. 
I'm looking forward 
to the second half 
of the school year 
with these terrific 
third graders!   
   
           Ms. Repinski 
 
 
 



Fourth Grade:   
 
The new year is off to a great start in fourth grade! 
 

The fourth graders started a math unit on geometry this week.  The students are 
really enjoying learning about lines, line segments, and angles.  We are learning 
lots of new vocabulary including points, ray, line segment, acute angles, right, 
angles, and obtuse angles.  We are now learning how to use a protractor to 
measure angles. 
 

In literacy, we are working on reading and writing nonfiction well.  The students 
are practicing identifying different text structures that can be found in nonfiction. 
These structures include chronological, problem/solution, cause/effect,, 
compare/contrast, and description.  They are also using this info to write 
interesting nonfiction books. Students are writing books about taking care of 
animals, different types of animals, how to care for a baby, all about different 
sports, and even about famous movie stars. 
 

In science, we are learning all about energy.  The students created a Twist-A-Matic 
ride and had to determine if a thick rubber band or a thin rubber band would give 
their ride more energy.  We will also be designing roller coasters, and making 
flashlights in this unit!  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fifth Grade:  The fifth graders ended the year with some holiday fun. 
They practiced and presented a kid friendly version of A Christmas Carol, then 
watched A Muppet's Christmas Carol as a reward.  It wasn't all fun and games 
though, as they had to compare the two versions to each other.  

  
After break, they hit the ground running with all new 
lessons in the New Year!  They are building on what they've 
learned earlier this year to be better writers and read 
more complex texts.  They are also learning about 
fractions and will soon be able to solve a variety of 
fraction math problems.  We are taking this time after 
Winter Break to really hunker down and get some good 
work done.  There are few more surprises in store for the 
5th graders as we move on to the second half of the school 
year and prepare for middle school. 
 

Mr. Rozmiarek 
 

PTC secretary’s report December 18th 2020 
 

Attendees: Jen Sol, Tawny Nelson, Keila Drout, Heidi Anderson, Tammy Christianson   
Call to order:  Jen called meeting to order at 5:33 pm.  
Secretary’s report: There was no secretary’s report printed prior to meeting.  
Treasurer’s report:    Checking beginning balance dated  
                                                                                Deposits: 
                                                                  Disbursements:  
                                                        Checking ending balance dated 
 

Old business:  Kids brought home holiday books and hot cocoa today. Kids seemed to all be able to 
get books that were a good fit for them.  
 

New business: The January skating party is not a possibility due to covid. The rink is still able to be 
poured. Jen will take care of contacting Wyatt and Cubby to pour the rink. Community ed will be 
including the Downsville rink. PTC has money budgeted for a thank you for Wyatt and Cubby.  
 

Discussed having a spring fundraiser. Having a spell-a-thon is the preferred option. Menomonie school 
district is still planning on having a spring break, and the spell-a-thon would take place after spring 
break.  
 

Kids really enjoyed the virtual story time. Keila would like PTC to donate towards having another. 
Tammy made a motion to use scholastic dollars towards purchasing the books for this, which is all that 
is required for the event. Jen seconded the motion. Once the book has been decided, and kids have 
signed up for the event, we can order the books. Keila will follow up with PTC with this, if there is still 
Title 1 funds those will be used first.  
 

Principal’s report: Tomorrow will be a fun day at school for the kids, bingo, a dance party, and other 
games.  
 

Downsville will be doing a virtual lego creation night. Kids can build with legos and then show them off 
on a google meet with friends.  
 

Meeting adjourned at 6:02 pm.             Next PTC meeting scheduled for January 18th at 5:30 pm. 
 

*Meetings are generally scheduled for the 3rd monday of the month.  
*No meetings are scheduled during the summer months. 



 



 



 



 


